May 3, 2026
“A Place to Stand, A People to Stand With”

A Sermon for New Member Day
Rooted in Acts 7:55-60, Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16, 1 Peter 2:2-10, and John 14:1-14

Beloved in Christ, grace and peace to you on this joyful New
Member Sunday. Today is a day of welcome, a day of
belonging, a day when the church gets to say out loud what
God has already been whispering into your hearts: You have
a place here. You have a people here. You have a home
here.

And the scriptures appointed for this Sunday, these four
rich, beautiful windows into the heart of God, tell us exactly
what it means to belong to Christ and to belong to one
another.

Our first window comes from the Book of Acts. Stephen, full
of the Holy Spirit, looks up and sees Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. Not sitting. Standing.

Standing in solidarity. Standing in welcome. Standing as if to
say, “You are mine. You belong. | will not leave your side.”

This is the first truth of welcoming new members today:
Christ stands with you.

Itisn’t because you have everything figured out. It isn’t
because your faith is perfect. It isn’t because you’ve
memorized the creed or mastered the hymnal.



Christ stands with you because that is who Christis; The
One who stands beside the misunderstood, the One who
stands beside the weary, the One who stands beside the
hopeful and the hesitant and the brand-new.

And today, as we welcome new members, we echo Christ’s
posture. We stand with you. We stand for you. We stand
beside you. Because the church is a community of called
people who stand together in love and service.

Our second window is the psalmist’s prayer: “Into your
hands | commit my spirit.” These are words Jesus himself
prayed. Words of deep trust. Words that say, “My life, my
whole life, is held by God’s hand.”

This is the heartbeat of Christian belonging. We are not
perfect. We are not certain. We don’t have all the answers.
But we trust.

We trust that God’s hands are big enough to hold our story.
We trust that God’s face shines upon us even on the days
when we feel unseen. We trust that our times, our past, our
present, our future togetheris in God’s hands.

To our new members, this is the prayer we your church
family speaks over you today: Your life is held. Your story is
safe. Your future is in God’s hands.

Our third window is from 1 Peter, where we are called “living
stones.” But not stones that are identical, interchangeable,
mass-produced. We are stones, each one unique, shaped
by time, weathered by life, carrying its own story.



The church is not a wall of sameness. Itis a mosaic of
creativity and grace. Some stones are smooth from years of
faith. Some are jagged from recent struggle. Some are bright
with joy. Some are heavy with grief.

And yet, gathered together in community, God builds
something strong, beautiful, and holy.

To our new members: You are not added to the edges. You
are not tucked into the back. You are placed right into the
heart of what God is building here among your church
family.

Your gifts matter. Your story matters. Your presence
strengthens the whole house and community of Cross of
Christ Lutheran Church.

You are living stones, and we are together chosen and
precious, part of a spiritual home that God is still building.

And then Jesus speaks the words from John 14, words we
often hear at funerals, but they are just as fitting for
beginnings: “l go to prepare a place for you.”

A place. Not justin eternity, but here. A place in the Body of
Christ. A place in the community of faith. A place where your
questions are welcome, your gifts are needed, your voice is
valued, and your presence is cherished.

Jesus doesn’t say, “l hope you find a place.” He says, “I
prepare one.” Which means: You are not an afterthought.



You are not a temporary guest. You are not a visitor. You are
home and beloved.

So what do these four windows show us through our
scriptures?
e Acts shows us Christ standing with us.
e Psalm 31 teaches us to entrust our lives to God.
e 1 Peter names us as living stones, built to be together.
e John 14 promises us a place prepared in love.

This is what it means to be the church together. This is what
it means to welcome new members. This is what it means to
belong.

Today we don’t simply add your names to a list. We add your
stories to our story. Your gifts to our ministry, your hopes to
our hopes, your faith to our shared journey are a blessing.

We promise as your church family to stand with you, like
Christ stood with Stephen. We promise to pray with you, like
the psalmist prayed. We promise to build with you, like living
stones in God’s house. We promise to walk with you, toward
the place Christ prepares for us all.

Welcome to the story God is writing in this place. Welcome
to the people who love you, challenge you, pray for you, and

grow with you.

Welcome home. Amen.



