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Beloved in Christ, grace and peace to you from the One
whose steadfast love is older than our fears and stronger
than our uncertainties.

In Jeremiah 28, we meet two prophets standing in the
temple: Hananiah, who promises that the exile will end
quickly (Jer 28:2-4); Jeremiah, who has been warning the
people that the road ahead will be long and difficult.

Jeremiah responds with a surprising gentleness: “Amen! May
the Lord do so.” (Jer 28:6) He wants Hananiah’s hopeful
message to be true.

But then he adds the discerning word: “The prophet who
prophesies peace will be known as truly sent by the Lord
only when the word comes true.” (Jer 28:9)

Jeremiah teaches us something essential: Not every
comforting word is faithful, and not every hard word is
unfaithful. Discernment takes time. It takes humility. It takes
a willingness to listen for God even when the message is
uncomfortable.

Psalm 89: Describes the steadfast love that grounds us.
While Jeremiah wrestles with competing voices, Psalm 89
offers a steady anchor: “I will sing of your steadfast love, O
Lord, forever.” (Ps 89:1) “Your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens.” (Ps 89:2)



The psalmist is not naive. Israel’s history is full of upheaval.
Yet the psalmist insists that God’s character, God’s steadfast
love, faithfulness, righteousness, and justice, is the truest
thing about the world (Ps 89:14).

When we cannot yet tell which voice is true, when the future
is unclear, when the world feels loud and confusing, the
psalmist calls us back to the heart of God.

God’s faithfulness is not fragile. God’s covenant is not fickle.
God’s love is not seasonal.

Romans 6 speaks to a freedom that forms us. In Romans
6, Paul speaks to a community trying to understand what
Christian freedom really means.

He says: “Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal
bodies.” (Rom 6:12) And later: “You have been set free from
sin and have become slaves of righteousness.” (Rom 6:18)

Paul is not talking about bondage. He is talking about
belonging, belonging to the One whose love frees us to live
differently.

Christian freedom is not the freedom to do whatever we
want. It is the freedom to become who we were created to
be. It is the freedom to choose life, mercy, generosity, and
justice.

Paul’s message is clear: Grace is not permission to lean into
our wildest fantasies of self-indulgence. Grace is
transformation living into whom God created us to be.



Matthew 10: The Kingdom is hidden in small acts. Jesus,
in Matthew’s gospel, brings all of this down to earth.

He says: “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me.” (Matt
10:40) “Whoever gives even a cup of cold water... will not
lose their reward.” (Matt 10:42)

A cup of cold water. Simply water, not a miracle.; Nor some
grand gesture. Just a small act of kindness has the power to
change.

Jesus is telling us: The kingdom of God is carried on the
shoulders of ordinary people doing ordinary kindnesses.
God’s presence is revealed in welcome, and hospitality.
Nothing done in love is ever wasted.

This is good news for tired disciples. For caregivers who feel
unseen. For congregations who wonder if their efforts
matter. For anyone who has ever felt that their offering is too
small. It all matters in our joined kingdom work.

These four readings speak to one another:

e Jeremiah teaches us to discern carefully and patiently.

e The Psalm reminds us that God’s steadfast love is the
ground beneath our feet.

e Paul calls us into a freedom through our faith that forms
us into Christ’s people.

e Jesus reveals that the kingdom grows through welcome,
hospitality, and small, ordinary acts of mercy.

Together they say: Faithfulness is not flashy. Faithfulness is
steady. Faithfulness is lived out in daily choices, daily
kindnesses, daily trust.



A Word for Us Today:

In a world full of loud voices, voices promising quick fixes,

voices stirring fear, voices offering easy answers, Jeremiah

invites us to slow down and listen for the voice that speaks
truth.

In a world that feels uncertain, Psalm 89 reminds us that
God’s faithfulness is not shaken by our circumstances.

In a world that confuses freedom with self-indulgence, Paul
reminds us that true freedom is found in belonging to Christ.

And in a world that celebrates the spectacular, Jesus reminds
us that the kingdom is built through welcome, a greeting, a
prayer, a meal, a cup of water.

This is the quiet work of God. This is the faithfulness that
holds us. This is the life we are called to live.

Amen.



