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Beloved in Christ, Grace to you and peace, peace like rain on thirsty 
ground, peace like a seed settling into good soil, peace that comes 
not from our striving but from the Spirit who dwells within us. 
 
Today’s scriptures gather around a single, pulsing truth: God’s 
Word is alive, and it will bear fruit.  
 
Whether we feel ready or not, whether the world feels receptive or 
not, whether our own hearts feel soft or stony, God is sowing. God is 
watering. God is growing life. 
 
God’s Word Comes Down Like Rain (Isaiah 55): 
Isaiah gives us one of the most tender images in all of scripture: “As 
the rain and the snow come down from heaven… so shall my word 
be.” God’s Word is not a lecture, nor is it a demand. God’s Word is 
not a test we must pass. 
 
God’s Word is rain, gentle, persistent, nourishing, unavoidable. It 
falls on the soil of our lives whether we feel prepared or not. It seeps 
into the cracks. It softens what has hardened. It awakens what has 
been dormant. 
 
And Isaiah promises: It will not return empty. It will accomplish 
what God intends. 
 
This is not a statement about our success. It is a statement about 
God’s faithfulness. 
 
God Tends the Earth, and Us (Psalm 65): 
Psalm 65 sings of a God who is not distant but deeply involved in the 
flourishing of creation. “You visit the earth and water it… you crown 
the year with your bounty.” 



The psalmist imagines God as a gardener, hands in the soil, 
delighting in abundance, coaxing life from dust. 
 
And if God tends the earth with such care, how much more does God 
tend you. 
 
Where you feel dry, God waters. Where you feel depleted, God 
enriches. Where you feel trampled, God restores. Where you feel 
forgotten, God remembers. 
 
The God who shapes rivers and fields is shaping your life with the 
same patient, loving attention. 
 
The Spirit Makes Us Alive (Romans 8): 
Paul tells us that life in Christ is not about trying harder. It is not 
about perfect soil or flawless faith. It is about the Spirit, the Spirit 
who dwells in us, breathes in us, grows life in us. 
 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.” 
 
There is no condemnation, no shame, no spiritual performance 
review. 
 
Just the Spirit, working in us like sap rising in a tree, like breath 
filling lungs, like a seed pushing toward the sun. 
 
The Spirit does not ask, “Are you good enough soil?” The Spirit 
simply says, “Let me grow something in you.” 
 
The Sower Scatters Everywhere (Matthew 13): 
And then Jesus tells a story that is both comforting and unsettling. 
 
A sower goes out to sow. And this sower is not careful or strategic. 
There isn’t an efficient plan for sowing.  This sower throws seed 
everywhere, on the path, on the rocks, among the thorns, into the 
good soil. 



What kind of farmer does that? A wasteful one? A foolish one? 
No… a gracious one, a hopeful one., a relentlessly generous one. 
 
Jesus is telling us something about the heart of God: God does not 
wait for perfect conditions. God does not sow only where success is 
guaranteed. God does not limit the Word to the well-behaved, the 
well-prepared, or the well-organized. 
 
God sows everywhere. God sows in you and in me. God sows in the 
places you’ve written off. God sows in the people you’ve given up on. 
God sows in the world even when the world seems hostile to 
growth. 
 
And some of that seed, more than we expect, takes root. 
 
So this begs the question, “What Kind of Soil Are We?” 
 
Jesus explains the parable: Some seed is snatched away. Some seed 
withers. Some seed is choked. Some seed bears fruit. 
 
We often hear this scripture as a challenge: Be better soil. Try harder. 
Fix yourself. 
 
But what if Jesus is not giving us a test? What if he is giving us a 
promise? 
 
Because soil does not change itself. Soil is changed by the gardener. 
And God is a very good gardener. 
 
Where your heart feels like a hardened path, God can soften it. 
Where your faith feels shallow, God can deepen it. Where your life 
feels choked by worry, God can clear space. Where you feel 
unfruitful, God can bring abundance. 
 
The question now becomes, not, “What kind of soil are you?” The 
question becomes, “What is God growing in you right now?” 
 



The Harvest Is God’s Work: 
Jesus ends the parable with a breathtaking promise: The seed that 
falls into good soil yields thirty, sixty, a hundredfold. 
That is not normal or predictable predictable. This is not due to 
anything we or the seed has done…human achievement. 
 
That yield, that growth is God’s abundance on display! 
 
The harvest of God’s Word in your life will be more than you can 
imagine. More than you can measure. More than you can take credit 
for. 
 
Because the seed is powerful through God’s Word. The Sower is 
generous and gracious. The Spirit is alive, and the Word will not 
return empty. 
 
So What Do We Do with this good news? 
We open our hands. We open our hearts. We let the rain fall. We let 
the seed settle. We let the Spirit breathe. 
 
And… we trust, deeply, stubbornly, joyfully, that God is growing 
something in us and through us that will bless the world. 
 
Beloved, you are God’s field. You are God’s garden. You are God’s 
beloved soil. And the Sower has not given up on you. 
May the Word take root. May the Spirit give life. And may you bear 
fruit, thirty, sixty, a hundredfold, for the sake of the world God loves. 
Amen. 
 


