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Beloved in Christ, grace and peace to you. If Jesus’ parables are
windows into the kingdom of God, today’s parable is one of those
windows that makes us squint.

It is not tidy. It is not comforting at first glance. It is a story where
good seed and bad seed grow tangled together, where the field
workers want to fix the problem immediately, and where the
landowner says, “Wait.”

And in that waiting, Jesus asks us a piercing question: Which
kingdom will we belong to? Whom do we serve? And how do we
love in a world where wheat and weeds grow side by side?

We being with the field we live in.

Jesus tells of a farmer who sows good wheat. But while everyone
sleeps, an enemy scatters weeds, zizania, a plant that looks almost
identical to wheat until the very end. The workers panic. They want
to rip out the weeds immediately. But the farmer says no. Pulling the
weeds too soon will destroy the wheat.

This is Jesus’ way of saying: The world is a mixed field. Always has
been. Always will be. Good and evil grow close enough to touch.
The children of God and the children of the evil one share the same
soil, the same neighborhoods, the same pews, the same families,
the same hearts.

And that blurring of lines is what makes this parable so unsettling.
We want clarity. We want certainty. We want to know who is wheat
and who is weed.



But Jesus says: That is not your job. Your job is to grow. Your job
is to bear fruit. Your job is to stay rooted in the One who planted
you.

Isaiah reminds us: There is only one God. Isaiah 44 speaks into
this confusion and blurring between good and evil: “l am the first
and | am the last; besides me there is no god.” In a world full of
competing voices, loyalties, and identities, Isaiah calls us back to
the center: We belong to the God who formed us, redeemed us,
and claims us.

The question “Which kingdom will we be part of?” is not answered
by judging others. It is answered by remembering whose we are.

Psalm 86 is a prayer for undivided hearts. The psalmist prays,
“Teach me your way, O Lord, that | may walk in your truth; give me
an undivided heart.”

An undivided heart is the opposite of the field in the parable. Itis a
heart not torn between kingdoms. Not pulled between fear and
faith. Not split between love and judgment.

An undivided heart says: | choose to serve the Lord. | choose
mercy over suspicion. | choose compassion over contempt. |
choose to love even when the field is messy.

Romans 8 says we are children of God, not garden inspectors.
Paul reminds us in Romans 8 that we are not slaves to fear but
children of God, heirs with Christ, groaning with creation for
redemption.

Children of God do not spend their days identifying weeds and
judging them. Children of God spend their days bearing fruit, the
fruit of the Spirit, the fruit of mercy, the fruit of hope, the fruit of love
that refuses to give up on anyone.

Paul says creation is groaning. And isn’t that true? Our world groans
with division, suspicion, and labeling. We groan under the weight of



“us vs. them.” We groan because we long for a world where wheat
grows freely and weeds no longer choke the soil.

But Paul says: Hope is born in the waiting. Redemption is
revealed in the patience of God.

So How Do We Love Our Enemies in Dividing Times?
This is the heart of our question. And it is the heart of Jesus’ parable.

Here is the surprising truth: Loving our enemies is not naive. ltis
kingdom work. It is how wheat grows in a field full of weeds.

Here are three ways Jesus invites us to live this out:

Choose God’s kingdom daily, not by judging others, but by rooting
ourselves in prayer, Scripture, and compassion.

Practice patient love, the same patience the farmer shows,
trusting that God, not us, will sort out the harvest.

Bless those who oppose us, not because they are right, but
because we belong to Christ, who loved us even when we were still
tangled in our own weeds.

The Good News

The good news of this parable is not that weeds exist. We already
knew that. The good news is that God refuses to lose a single stalk
of wheat. God is patient. God is merciful. God is committed to the
harvest. And God is still sowing good seed...in us, in our
congregation, in this world that groans for redemption.

The question “Which kingdom will we be part of?” is answered not
by fear and hate, but by faith and love: We belong to the kingdom
of the Sower. We belong to the One who plants good seed. We
belong to the God who makes wheat grow even in a field full of
weeds. A Prayer: May God give us undivided hearts, patient love,
and courage to bear fruit in these tangled times. Amen.



