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Grace and peace to you, beloved in Christ. Today’s readings gather
around a truth that feels especially tender and especially needed.
God through Jesus is a teacher who leaves every heart included.
Every story. Every learning style. Every level of understanding. Every
hope. Every struggle.

God teaches in ways that honor the full range of human experience.
God speaks in parables through Jesus, because each person
receives the kingdom through a different doorway. And Jesus opens
every doorway he can.

In our first reading, 1 Kings 3:5-12, God Meets Solomon in His Youth
and Uncertainty.

Before we hear Solomon’s request, we remember where he stands
in Israel’s story. Solomon is young. He has just inherited a kingdom
shaped by his father David’s victories, alliances, and failures. The
nation is united, but still tender. The throne is secure but still
settling. Solomon carries the weight of leadership before he has the
experience to matchit.

And God meets Solomon there. God meets him in his youth, his
vulnerability, his longing to lead well.

At Gibeon, the central worship site before the Temple existed, God
appears in a dream and invites Solomon to ask for whatever he
desires. Solomon chooses a discerning heart. He seeks the wisdom
to lead with clarity, justice, and compassion.

God delights in this request. God honors the desire for wisdom. God
meets Solomon in his need and gives him what will sustain him.



God includes all of us with that same grace, sustaining us through
life’s challenges.

In Psalm 119:129-136, God Meets Israel in Exile and ldentity Loss.
Our Psalm rises from a community shaped by exile. Israel has lost
the Temple, the land, and the rhythms that once held their life
together with God. They are rebuilding identity, rediscovering
purpose, and learning how to trust again.

And God meets them there. God meets them in their longing, their
disorientation, their hunger for a faithful path. “Your decrees are
wonderful,” the psalmist says. “The unfolding of your words gives
light.”

The psalmist’s tears flow from compassion for those who have not
yet found this way of life. This is a prayer from a people who know
what it means to lose their footing, and to find God’s light again.
God’s light is held aloft for all of God’s people, as we seek to regain
our footing in life’s hills and valleys.

Romans 8:26-39, God meets the early church in the shadow of the
Empire.

In his letter to the Roman church, Paul writes to a small, diverse
community, a community living under the weight of imperial power.
Many are poor. Many are enslaved. Many feel vulnerable. They
gatherin homes, in secret, in hope. They carry questions about
suffering, belonging, and the future.

And God meets them there. God meets them in their fear, their
uncertainty, their longing for assurance.

Paul speaks one of the most sweeping promises in Scripture. The
Spirit prays within us when our own words fall short. God’s love
surrounds every circumstance. Every force in creation rests
beneath the strength of God’s mercy.



These words are pastoral care for a community seeking courage.
They are a declaration that God’s love holds every moment of life,
even in the center of empire. God’s love covers all people, includes
us in this divine dance of mercy and grace.

In our gospel from Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52, God meets every
listener through Jesus’ parables. Matthew writes to a community of
Jewish and Gentile believers learning how to live together.

They each carry questions about identity, belonging, and the shape
of God’s kingdom. Many feel small. Many feel unsure. Many feel like
outsiders learning a new language of faith.

And Jesus meets them there. Jesus meets them in their questions,
their hopes, their desire to understand.

He offers parables that speak directly into their lives. The mustard
seed speaks to those who feel small or uncertain. It promises that
God grows great things from humble beginnings.

The yeast speaks to those who long for transformation. It assures
them that God works steadily within the hidden places of life.

The hidden treasure speaks to those who stumble into grace. It
reveals the joy that rises when God’s presence is discovered. The
pearl of great value speaks to those who search for meaning. It
shows that a life of faith becomes the treasure worth embracing
with the whole heart.

Finally, the net cast wide speaks to those who wonder about
belonging. It affirms that God gathers every person with care and
purpose.

Each parable meets someone exactly where they are. Each parable
points toward the same truth. The kingdom of heaven offers a life of



faith that brings immeasurable joy and leads us into a righteous,
grace-shaped life.

The Heart of the Gospel Today: God meets Solomon in his youth.
God meets Israel in exile. God meets the early church in the shadow
of empire. God meets every listener through Jesus’ parables.

And God meets you exactly where you are.

Jesus teaches in many ways because he loves in many ways. He
understands the ones who need encouragement. He understands
the ones who need reassurance. He understands the ones who
need hope. He understands the ones who long for a fresh beginning.

He understands the parable your heart needs today. He
understands the image that will speak to your spirit. He
understands the doorway through which you will glimpse the
kingdom.

The good news is this. Jesus welcomes every person into the life of
faith. Every seeker. Every struggler. Every weary soul. Every hopeful
heart. Every person who wonders about belonging. Every person
who desires joy. Every person who yearns for a righteous life shaped
by grace.

The kingdom of heaven is for you. The treasure of faith is for you. The
joy of discovering God’s presence is for you. The life shaped by
righteousness, mercy, and love is for you.

Thanks be to God. Amen.



