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Beloved in Christ, grace to you and peace. 

Two hundred fifty years ago, a new nation took its first breath. The 
founders spoke of liberty, dignity, and the flourishing of all people. 
They dreamed of a land shaped by courage, imagination, and shared 
responsibility. Their vision carried both brilliance and limitation, yet 
the dream of a people striving toward a more generous future 
continues to rise. 

This anniversary year invites reflection. A quarter of a millennium 
offers a wide horizon. We remember the courage that birthed a 
nation, the sacrifices that shaped it, the voices that expanded its 
promise, and the communities that continue to nurture its soul. We 
also remember the deep longing within every generation for a life 
grounded in justice, mercy, and compassion. 

Into this moment, Scripture speaks with clarity and tenderness. 

A King who arrives with gentleness 

Zechariah paints a picture of a ruler who enters the city with 
humility. A king who brings peace, who releases prisoners from 
despair, who calls people “prisoners of hope.” This king carries no 
sword. This king rides a donkey. This king embodies a reign shaped 
by mercy. 

As our nation celebrates its 250th year, Zechariah’s vision offers a 
holy mirror. Power shaped by humility. Leadership shaped by 
compassion. A future shaped by hope rather than fear. A community 
shaped by shared flourishing rather than rivalry. 

The United States carries a long story of striving toward these 
values. Every generation has lifted its voice for greater justice, 



deeper inclusion, and wider compassion. Zechariah’s vision 
encourages this ongoing work. 

The Lord upholds all who fall 

Psalm 145 sings of a God who abounds in steadfast love, who lifts up 
the weary, who strengthens the fainthearted. This psalm offers a 
portrait of divine character: gracious, merciful, slow to anger, rich in 
kindness. 

These qualities form the heart of a faithful people. They shape the 
way we live as citizens, neighbors, and disciples. They guide our 
public life as much as our private devotion. 

A nation thrives when its people embody mercy. A community 
flourishes when its members lift one another. A country grows 
strong when compassion guides its choices. 

The struggle within the human heart 

Paul speaks with honesty in Romans 7. He describes the inner 
conflict that every person knows, the gap between intention and 
action, between desire and discipline, between the life we long for 
and the life we sometimes choose. 

Paul’s words echo through every generation of this nation. The 
United States carries a beautiful vision, yet the journey toward that 
vision includes struggle. Every community, every institution, every 
heart wrestles with competing impulses. 

Paul’s confession leads to grace. He lifts his eyes and gives thanks for 
the One who delivers, the One who strengthens, the One who guides 
us into freedom. This same grace sustains a nation seeking its better 
self. 

“Come to me, all you who are weary” 

Jesus speaks directly into the heart of this anniversary year. In 
Matthew 11, he offers rest for the weary, wisdom for the confused, 



and companionship for the burdened. His yoke brings ease. His 
presence brings renewal. 

Many people in our country carry heavy loads, economic strain, 
political tension, social division, personal grief. Jesus offers a 
different way. A way shaped by gentleness. A way shaped by 
humility. A way shaped by shared responsibility. 

His invitation echoes across the centuries: “Come to me… and I will 
give you rest.” 

This rest does not remove us from the world. It strengthens us for 
the world. It forms us into people who carry hope, healing, and 
courage into our communities. 

A nation shaped by Christ’s way: 

As the United States marks its 250th year, the church carries a 
sacred calling: 

• To embody the humility of the king who rides a donkey 
• To reflect the mercy of the God who lifts the fallen 
• To confess our struggles with honesty and courage 
• To walk in the gentle way of Jesus, offering rest and renewal to 

all 

This anniversary invites gratitude for the blessings of this land. It 
also invites renewed commitment to the values that align with God’s 
heart, justice, compassion, humility, and hope. 

The founders dreamed of liberty. Christ dreams of abundant life for 
all. The Spirit continues to guide us toward that holy horizon. 

A prayer for the nation 

Holy God, you guided generations before us, You strengthen 
communities today, you inspire hope for tomorrow. 

Bless this nation in its 250th year. Shape our leaders with humility, 
shape our people with compassion, Shape our future with justice 



and mercy. Lift the weary, Heal the broken, Unite the divided, And 
guide us in the gentle way of Christ, In whose name we live and 
serve. Amen. 


