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There is a moment in Scripture when God gathers the people 
close, it was not intended to burden, or frighten them, but to 
remind them who they are and who they belong to.  
 
In Exodus 19, the Israelites arrive at Sinai, weary from 
wilderness wandering, unsure of what comes next. And God 
speaks a word that is both identity and invitation: 
“You shall be my treasured possession… a priestly kingdom 
and a holy nation.” 
 
These are not perfect people, but they are called people. 
People invited into God’s mission for the sake of the world. 
 
That same call echoes across Scripture, through the 
psalmist’s joyful cry, through Paul’s proclamation of grace, 
and through Jesus’ commissioning of the disciples. That 
same call reaches us today. 
 
Israel are a people formed for God’s mission; created 
with purpose. (Exodus 19:2–8a) 
At Sinai, God does not give Israel a task before giving them a 
relationship. God begins with, “You have seen what I did… 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.” 
 
God’s mission always begins with God’s mercy. 
Only then does God say: “You shall be a priestly kingdom.” 



A priestly people who stand in the space between God and 
the world; this is not meant as a judgement, nor as escape 
from the world’s problems…instead it is a blessing.   
 
We are blessed to carry God’s compassion into the places 
where compassion is scarce. We are blessed to carry God’s 
justice into the places where justice is fragile. We are 
blessed to carry God’s hope into the places where hope has 
run thin.  This is not a small calling. It is a holy one. 
 
Living A Life That Becomes Praise (Psalm 100) 
Psalm 100 is a psalm of pure joy, “Make a joyful noise to the 
Lord, all the earth.” 
 
But the psalm is not just about singing. It is about living. 
A life shaped by gratitude becomes a witness. A community 
shaped by thanksgiving becomes a sign of God’s goodness. 
When we serve with gladness, when we enter God’s 
presence with thanksgiving, when we remember that “we are 
God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture,” our lives 
proclaim the good news long before our words do. 
Joy is not a decoration of faith. Joy is a ministry of faith. 
 
Living A Mission Rooted in Grace (Romans 5:1–8) 
Paul reminds us that our calling is not based on our 
worthiness but on God’s love: 
“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
This is the heart of the good news we proclaim. We have 
didn’t earn God’s favor. We cannot achieve holiness by our 
own hands. But that God meets us in our weakness, our 
wounds, our wandering, and loves us into new life. 



We proclaim Christ not because we are perfect messengers, 
but because Christ is perfect mercy. 
And when we live out that mercy, when we forgive, when we 
reconcile, when we serve, we become living signs of the 
grace that has claimed us. 
 
Sent Into the World Jesus Loves (Matthew 9:35–10:8) 
Jesus looks at the crowds, harassed, helpless, hungry for 
hope, and his heart breaks open with compassion.  
 
Then he turns to the disciples and says: 
“The harvest is plentiful.” And he sends them out. 
 
There is no bright and shining armor. There is no wealth to 
support this campaign. There is no sure plan other than the 
gift of authority to heal, to bless, to proclaim, to lift up the 
lowly. 
 
Jesus sends them into real human need, into sickness, into 
suffering, into spiritual hunger, into communities longing for 
good news. 
 
And Jesus sends us the same way.  We are not sent to be 
spectators of God’s mission. We are sent to be participants 
in it. 
 
Living the Mission for the Greater Good (Matthew 10:9–23) 
Jesus is honest: The mission will not always be easy. There 
will be resistance, misunderstanding, even hardship. 
But Jesus also promises: “Do not be afraid… the Spirit of 
your Father will speak through you.” 



God does not call us into mission alone. God equips us with 
courage, compassion, resilience, and the Spirit’s wisdom. 
 
It is in this reality that living our faith for the greater good 
means: 
Proclaiming Christ’s love with humility and hope 
Serving our neighbors with generosity 
Standing with the vulnerable with courage 
Practicing forgiveness with grace 
Living joyfully as a sign of God’s goodness 
This is how the kingdom of God takes root, not in grand 
gestures, but in faithful lives. 
 
The Call That Continues Today 
God still calls ordinary people— teachers, caregivers, 
retirees, students, workers, parents, neighbors— to carry 
extraordinary love into the world. 
God still calls the church to be a priestly people— a people 
whose lives proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ in word 
and deed, in compassion and courage, in justice and joy. 
And God still sends us— not because the world is perfect, 
but because the world is precious. 
 
Beloved, hear the call again: 
You are God’s treasured people. You are Christ’s sent ones. 
You are bearers of good news. You are instruments of grace. 
You are participants in God’s mission for the healing of the 
world.  May our words proclaim Christ. May our deeds 
embody Christ. And may our lives shine with the love that 
first claimed us.  Amen. 
 


