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Beloved in Christ, today’s scriptures sing in harmony across 
centuries, each one proclaiming a God who refuses to be 
fenced in by the barriers we build, barriers of sin, shame, 
ritual, worthiness, and even death itself.  

Repeatedly, God steps across the lines we draw and says, “I 
desire steadfast love, not sacrifice.” That’s Hosea’s cry, Jesus’ 
mission, and Paul’s testimony. It is the heartbeat of the 
gospel. 

In our first reading we learn that when we hide, God 
comes looking. 

Hosea gives us a people who have wandered so far from God 
that they barely recognize their own need. God says, “I will 
return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt.”  

But this is not abandonment, it is invitation. Hosea imagines 
Israel saying, “Come, let us return to the Lord… he will heal 
us… he will bind up our wounds.” 

The barrier here is self-deception, the belief that we don’t 
need God, or that we can fix ourselves with rituals instead of 
relationship.  

Hosea exposes the truth: God is not interested in empty 
gestures. God wants hesed, steadfast love, covenant loyalty, 
hearts turned toward mercy. 

This is the first barrier God breaks: 

• The barrier of pretending 



• The barrier of performing 
• The barrier of religion without relationship 

And God breaks it not with punishment, but with persistent 
love. 

In our Psalm we learn to “Call on God in the day of 
trouble”.  Psalm 50 continues the theme. God is not hungry 
for sacrifices;  

God is hungry for trust. “Offer to God a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving,” the psalm says. “Call on me… I will deliver 
you.” 

The barrier here is fear, the fear that God will not show up, 
the fear that we must earn God’s attention. But the psalmist 
insists: God is already near, already listening, already ready 
to deliver mercy. 

Paul’s letter to the church in Rome, teaches us that faith 
opens the door. 

Paul, in Romans 4, brings Abraham into the conversation. 
Abraham did not receive God’s promise because he followed 
the law perfectly. He received it because he trusted God’s 
mercy. Paul says Abraham believed “in the God who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist.” 

The barrier here is worthiness, the belief that God’s 
promises are only for the righteous, the rule-keepers, the 
ones who get it right. But Abraham’s story shatters that. 
God’s promise is built on grace, not achievement. 

Paul’s message is clear: 



• God’s love is not transactional. 
• God’s promise is not a prize that we need to win. 
• God’s mercy is not a reward.   

God’s love is a gift; pure, unearned, an overflowing gift. 

 

In Matthew’s gospel we listen how Jesus steps across 
every line moving in love towards us…all of us. 

Jesus embodies everything Hosea, the psalmist, and Paul 
have been saying. 

Jesus sees Matthew, a tax collector, a collaborator with 
Rome, a man despised by his own people, and says, “Follow 
me.”  There are no prerequisites.  There is not a moral 
résumé. There is no spiritual audition. Just grace. 

When the Pharisees protest, Jesus answers with Hosea’s 
words: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” 

Jesus breaks the barrier of exclusion, the belief that some 
people are too far gone, too compromised, too sinful to be 
called. 

But Jesus doesn’t stop there. 

A synagogue leader comes, desperate for the healing of his 
dying daughter. A woman who has been bleeding for twelve 
years reaches out, desperate for healing.  

Both are considered unclean in different ways. Both are on 
the margins of religious life. Both are weighed down by 
barriers of purity, gender, status, and suffering. 

And Jesus crosses every single one. 



He takes the girl by the hand. He lets the woman touch his 
robe and receive healing mercy. He restores them both to 
life. 

These stories reveal a Savior who refuses to let anything—
ritual, stigma, illness, or even death—stand between God’s 
love and God’s people. 

So what does this mean for us? 

If Jesus breaks down barriers, then the church, his body, 
must do the same. 

Where do we still draw lines? Where do we still decide who 
is worthy? Where do we still cling to sacrifice instead of 
mercy? 

Jesus calls us to: 

• Break the barrier of judgment by practicing 
compassion 

• Break the barrier of fear by trusting God’s presence 
• Break the barrier of shame by proclaiming 

forgiveness 
• Break the barrier of exclusion by welcoming the 

outsider 
• Break the barrier of despair by speaking hope into 

suffering 

Here’s the good news for us: 

The good news today is simple and profound: God’s love is 
always moving toward us. God’s love does not wait for us 
to get it right. God’s love is not limited by our failures. God’s 
love is not confined by our categories, social status, 
traditions and rituals. 



Jesus breaks down every barrier, sin, shame, fear, illness, 
even death, so that nothing can separate us from the love of 
God. 

And then he turns to us, as he turned to Matthew, and says, 
“Follow me.” Follow me into mercy. Follow me into healing.  

Follow me into the places where people feel cut off, 
forgotten, or unworthy. Follow me into the work of breaking 
down barriers so that all may know the God who desires 
steadfast love and relationship. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 


