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Seventh Sunday of Easter Acts 1:6-14 ¢ Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
¢ 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 ¢ John 17:1-11

Beloved in Christ, grace to you and peace, from the God who
rises to scatter what overwhelms us, from the Christ who
prays for us, and from the Spirit who strengthens us for the
work ahead.

Today’s scriptures gather around a single, steady truth: Jesus
entrusts the mission to ordinary people who feel anything
but ready. And because He knows our limits, He surrounds
that calling with prayer, promise, and the Spirit’s power.

The disciples’ question in Acts is so human it almost makes
me smile. “Lord, is this the time...?” It’s like how we call out
from the back seat, “Are we there yet?”

Is this the time when everything will finally make sense? Is
this the time when the world will calm down? Is this the time
when the church will flourish again? Is this the time when my
own heart will feel steady?

We know that question. We’ve prayed that question. Some
of us prayed it this morning.

Jesus doesn’t scold them. He doesn’t say, “You should know
better.” He simply redirects them:

“Itis not for you to know... but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you.”



Jesus doesn’t hand out certainty. There is not a detailed
plan. There is no timeline. There is simply power, presence
through the Spirit.

Jesus ascends, not to leave them, but to make room for the
Spirit who will dwell within them.

And then the disciples do something beautifully faithful and
beautifully human: they go back to the upper room. They
gather. They pray. They wait. They stay together until the
promise arrives.

Sometimes the holiest thing we can do is simply stay
together, in community and believe.

Psalm 68 sings of a God who rises, who scatters what
threatens us, who makes a home for the lonely, who sends
rain on dry ground. This is not a God who sits still. Thisis a
God who moves toward us.

When we feel scattered, God gathers. When we feel dry, God
rains grace. When we feel alone, God sets us in community.

The psalmist says God “gives power and strength to the
people.” Ordinary people like you and me...far from perfect,
not at all confident. God give power and strength to the
people... to us.

Peter speaks honestly: sometimes following Jesus feels like
walking through fire. Not because God delights in our
struggle, but because living a Christ-shaped life in a



complicated world will rub against the grain, and push
against our comfort zone.

Peter’s counsel is not “be tougher.” Peter says to:
Humble ourselves. Cast our anxiety on God and to stay alert.
Resist the lie that we are alone.

And then Peter offers this promise, one of the most tender in
all of scripture: “The God of all grace... will restore, support,
strengthen, and establish us.”

Not might. Will.

Be assured, God is not finished with us. God is not finished
with the church. God is not finished with this world.

And then we come to John 17, Jesus’ prayer. His final prayer
before the cross. His heart poured out for His friends.

He prays for their protection. He prays for their unity. He
prays for their joy. He prays that they may know they belong
to God.

And here is the astonishing truth: Jesus prays for us with the
same tenderness. Before we speak a word, Jesus is already
praying. Before we face the thing we fear, Jesus is already
interceding. Before we step into our calling, Jesus is already
strengthening us.

We are not carrying your faith alone. We are being carried.
These readings gather around a single invitation: Live as
people held by Christ, empowered by the Spirit, and
strengthened by God’s grace.



When the future feels uncertain Acts reminds us: we will
receive power.

When the world feels heavy, Psalm 68 reminds us: God rises
to scatter what overwhelms us, the weary.

When faith feels costly, 1st Peter reminds us: God will
restore and strengthen us.

When you feel small or unseen, John 17 reminds us: Jesus
prays for you.

We are not called to be impressive. We are not called to have
all the answers. We are not called to fix the world by our own
strength. We are called to wait together, to pray together, to
trust the Spirit together. We are called to step forward in
love, even when the path is unclear.

The early church began not with certainty, but with prayer.
Not with power, but with promise. Not with perfection, but
with presence. And that is still how the church begins anew
every single day.

Beloved, the God who rides upon the clouds goes before us.
The Christ who ascended still intercedes for us. The Spirit
who hovered over creation now dwells within us.

So go, notin fear, not in exhaustion, but in the quiet
confidence that you are held, strengthened, and sent.

Amen.



