Living Out Our Faith, Called and Commissioned
Acts 2:1-21, Psalm 104, 24-34, 35b,
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13, John 20:19-23.

A Pentecost Sermon By Rev. Tamera K. Jacobi

There is a moment in Scripture when the church discovers
who it truly is, not a quiet gathering of believers, but a
Spirit-shaped community sent into the world with purpose.

That discovery begins with the wild, holy wind of Acts 2:1-
21. The disciples are together in one place when suddenly
the Spirit rushes in, wind, fire, languages, courage. The
church is pushed out of the upper room and into the streets.

It is the moment when faith becomes public. The good news
becomes multilingual. The Spirit makes witnesses out of
ordinary people.

Pentecost is the day the church receives its outside voice.

But Pentecost is not only about wind and fire. It is also about
the God who delights in creation. Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
sings of a world overflowing with God’s creativity: “O Lord,
how manifold are your works!... When you send forth your
Spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the
ground.”

The same Spirit who renews creation renews us.

The same Spirit who fills the world with life fills the church
with purpose.

The same Spirit who inspires us, also empowers us with gifts
for the Common Good.



Even before we reach the locked room of John’s Gospel in
today’s scripture readings, Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians
12:3b-13 that every gift, every calling, every act of faith
begins with the Spirit.

Paul tells us:

. No one caneven say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy
Spirit.

. The Spirit gives different gifts to different people.

. All gifts are given “for the common good.”

. We are baptized into one body, one Spirit, one mission.

This means:

. Before Jesus sends us, the Spirit equips us.
. Before we speak, the Spirit breathes.
. Before we act, the Spirit empowers.

We are not self-appointed. We are Spirit-appointed.

Then we arrive at John 20:19-23 where Jesus sends us into
the world God loves. The disciples are behind locked doors;
afraid, uncertain, unsure of what comes next.

Then, Jesus appears, speaks peace, and then does
something astonishing:

He breathes on them.

He gives them the Holy Spirit. He gives them forgiveness. He
gives them purpose.

Then he says, “As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”



As we hear these words today, know that this is our
commissioning. This is our calling. This is our Pentecost.

Our faith in word and deed is speaking life into the world. To
be sent means our words matter. Living out our faith in word
means:

. We speak truth with compassion.

. We speak hope into despair.

. We speak peace into conflict.

. We speak love into places that have forgotten what love
sounds like.

Our words become vessels of grace. Our conversations
become holy ground. Our voices become instruments of
God’s mission.

But faith is never only spoken. Pentecost faith is embodied
faith. Faith in action or deed is embodying Christ’s love.

Living out our faith through deeds means:

. We show up for the hurting.

. We practice forgiveness even when it costs us
something.

. We choose generosity in a culture of scarcity.

. We stand with the vulnerable when silence would be
easier.

. We embody Christ’s welcome in every room we enter.

These are not dramatic acts. They are Spirit-shaped acts.
They are the everyday ways the kingdom of God becomes
visible.



We are commissioned to the world as it actually is! Jesus
does not send us into a perfect world. He sends us into the
world we know:

A world where people are lonely. A world where people are
overwhelmed. A world where people are divided. A world
where people are longing for meaning, connection, and
hope.

We are not sent to fix everything. We are sent to bring
Christ’s presence into everything.

Our calling is not to be impressive. Our calling is to be
faithful. We are called to be faithful in word, faithful through
deed and faithful in love.

The Spirit gives us what we need. The beauty of Acts, the
poetry of Psalm 104, the unity of 1 Corinthians, and the
peace of John 20 all proclaim the same truth: God never
sends us out empty-handed.

The Spirit gives courage when we feel timid. The Spirit gives
wisdom when we feel unsure. The Spirit gives compassion
when our hearts feel stretched thin. The Spirit gives strength
when the work feels heavy. The Spirit gives words when we
don’t know what to say.

We do not live out our faith by our own power. We live it out
by the breath of God within us.

We are called to a life that becomes a witness in the world.
When our words carry kindness, people notice. When our
actions reflect Christ, people are changed. When our lives



embody grace, the world becomes a little more like the
kingdom God dreams for us.

So, hear the call again: As the Father sent Jesus, so Jesus
sends you.

We are sent to speak life, sentto act in love, sent to live as
people shaped, gifted, and empowered by the Spirit.

May our words proclaim Christ. May our deeds embody
Christ. And may our lives shine with the Spirit who sends us,
today and every day.

Amen.



